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AMEMBASSY ATHENS NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL STUTTGART NIACT IMMEDIATE 
USCINCEUR NIACT IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL ROME 13798 

LIMDIS 

DEPT FOR WLG 

STUTTGART FOR ELG 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: AEMR, AFSP 

SUBJECT: BEIRUT STANDFAST WARNING DECLARATION 
REF: BEIRUT 11902 

1. WE UNDERSTAND YOUR PREFERENCE TO USE ROME AS SAFEHAVEN AS 
YOU HAVE IN THE PAST AND WE ARE MOST ANXIOUS TO HELP. HOW- 
EVER. YOU SHOULD KNOW THE LOCAL HOTEL AND TRANSPORTATION SIT- 
UATION WHICH ARE NOT RPT NOT SATISFACTORY. 

2. HOTEL SITUATION IMPOSSIBLE. FOR EXAMPLE, WE HAD TO CALL 
THIRTY-EIGHT HOTELS MONDAY, TO OBTAIN ONE SINGLE ROOM WHICH 
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HAD NEITHER RUNNING WATER OR ELECTRICITY. TODAY WE CALLED 
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SEVENTY-FIVE HOTELS FOR ACCOMODATION AND OBTAINED NO RESULT 
WHATEVER. ROME IS JAMMED WITH HOLY YEAR TOURISTS. EVEN $50 
TO $75 A DAY ROOMS AT GRAND OR HILTON HOTELS NOT AVAILABLE. 

3. STAGGERED RAIL AND AD HOC AIRLINE STRIKES ARE IMMINENT, 

SO WE SEE GREAT DIFFICULTY IN MOVING PEOPLE ABOUT THE COUNTRY 
IN THE EVENT WE CAN TURN UP ACCOMODATIONS ELSEWHERE UNLESS 
WE HAVE UNRESTRICTED USE OF USG AIRCRAFT. 

4. NAPLES HAS INFORMED US THEY CAN POSSIBLY COME UP WITH 125 
OR 150 ROOMS PROVIDING THEY GET SUFFICIENT ADVANCE NOTICE OF 
REQUIREMENTS, SO IF YOU ARE TALKING OF 15 OR 20 PEOPLE, NAPLES 
COULD BE A POSSIBLE ANSWER. 

5. REGRETFULLY WE MUST RECOMMEND A SAFEHAVEN ELSEWHERE. 
VOLPE 
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